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Berthoud, Colorado-based EnergyLogic is a software and building consulting company that has provided 
expert resources, education and support to new home builders and energy raters involved in the 
construction of high-performance homes since 2006. 
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About EEBA

For over 35 years, EEBA has provided the most 
trusted resources for building science information 
and education in the construction industry.

EEBA delivers turn-key educational resources and 
events designed to transform residential 
construction practices through high performance 
design, marketing, materials, and technologies.

Through our educational events, annual Summit 
and various publications and resources, EEBA 
reaches thousands of key decision makers and 
other important industry players each year.

https://www.eeba.org/membership
https://www.eeba.org/
https://www.eeba.org/


Who is Today’s Audience?

❑ Builders

❑ Raters

❑ Building Inspectors

❑ Architects

❑ Mechanical Contractors

❑ Other

Quick Poll!

Who Has 

Joined Us 

Today?



Pillar #1
Basic Information on the Indoor airPLUS™ Program and Qualification.



What is Indoor airPLUS™?
• Indoor airPLUS is a voluntary partnership and labeling 

program for new home builders.

• Requires construction practices and product 
specifications that minimize exposure to airborne 
pollutants and contaminants.

• Created by the EPA to help builders meet the growing 
consumer demand for homes with improved air 
quality.

• Requires and builds on the foundation of the EPA’s 
ENERGY STAR® for Homes program.

https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus
https://www.energystar.gov/newhomes


But Specifically, What Is Indoor airPLUS™?

Verifies the construction 
specifications and 

materials installed in a 
house will provide better 
indoor air quality than a 

“code only” house.

Provides builders a third-
party respected label to 
demonstrate that their 

home is better.

Differentiates builders 
from their competitors.

A qualification program that: 



How Does a New Home Become 
Qualified?
▪ All Indoor airPLUS™ homes must also be certified under the ENERGY STAR®

for Homes program.

▪ The builder must join the Indoor airPLUS program by completing the free 
partnership agreement.

▪ Work with an Indoor airPLUS partnered energy rater for third-party 
verification of some, or all, of the requirements.

▪ Ensure that the homes construction specifications and materials meet the IAP 
requirements through the Verification Checklist.

Note: The verification checklist is a joint responsibility between the builder and the rater!



What is Required Under Indoor airPLUS™?
Moisture Control Systems

▪ Ensure point source moisture is mitigated

Heating, Ventilation & Air-Conditioning 
Systems

• Humidity control, clean ducts, outdoor 
venting, and improved air filtration

Combustion-Venting Systems
• Separation from garage and minimum 

emission standards on fuel burning 
appliances

Radon Resistant Construction
• Radon resistant construction in Radon 

Zone 1

Low-Emitting Building Materials
• Carpet, paints, and composite wood 

products are certified low-emission

Final
Ventilate home and ensure HVAC system 
is clean prior to delivery



Indoor airPLUS™ Verification Checklist

https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-program-documents
https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-program-documents


Pillar #2
Why Pursue the Indoor airPLUS™ Label?



Homebuyers Expect Healthy Indoor Air
(Are They Getting It?)

*U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 1989. Report to Congress on indoor air quality: Volume 2. EPA/400/1-89/001C. Washington, DC.​  ** U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 1987. The total exposure assessment methodology (TEAM) study: summary and analysis. EPA/600/6-87/002a. Washington, DC.​

Air pollutants 
inside a home 
can be 2–5x 
higher than 
outdoor 
levels.** Most people 

spend 90% 
of their time 
indoors. *



Homebuyers Expect Healthy Indoor Air
(Are You Selling It?)

Is your sales team educating potential 
buyers on what really makes up the indoor 
air of a house?

• Combustion, materials, pets, living…

How is this house mitigating the effects?

Indoor airPLUS’ Sales Training Kit Materials

The Indoor airPLUS program has available training 
materials for sales & marketing teams!



Differentiate From Other Builders

The number of new 
homes qualifying for 
the Indoor airPLUS™ 

label is fairly low 
compared to the 
quantity of new 

homes hitting the 
market!

Homes labeled 
under the 

Indoor airPLUS™ 
program is a unique 
differentiator that is 

not currently 
common among 

new homes! 

Stand out in the market! 

https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus


For Quality Builders – the Increased Cost 
& Procedures Are Minimal

Tight Building Envelopes

Radon Mitigation 

Water Management

HVAC Systems 

Construction Process

Low-Emitting Materials

These are not 

new concepts. 

For many builders, 

adding the 

Indoor airPLUS™ 
qualification will 

be a small step!



Pillar #3
Market to Buyers



Incremental Steps to More Valuable Homes

Indoor airPLUS Sales Training Presentation Slide 



Indoor airPLUS™ Is a Prerequisite for 
Other Green Building Programs

Both the Department of Energy Zero 

Energy Ready Home (DOE ZERH) 

program and the Passive House Institute 

(PHIUS) require Indoor airPLUS™ as part 
of their certification.

https://www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/zero-energy-ready-homes
https://www.phius.org/home-page


Who Is the Indoor airPLUS™ Homebuyer?

• One of the key factors that homebuyers are 
looking at is the overall health of their family. 
This falls in after cost, convenience, and 
comfort.

• Care about comfort and peace of mind for 
their family.

• Driven by health concerns, they want to 
address health hazards of the home. 

• A scientifically based healthy home solution 
could benefit them and be a factor in their 
homebuying decision process.

People who want to 

control the air inside of 

their home, protect their 

family and their 

investment!



Value Proposition of Indoor airPLUS™
When building to Indoor airPLUS specifications, the home meets the 
ENERGY STAR® requirements for new homes, then builds in added 
protection:

EPA Indoor Air Plus Power Point Presentation

❑ Specifications against moisture damage and mold
❑ Using materials certified to be low in formaldehyde and other pollutants
❑ Taking extra care with the home’s ductwork and installing a more highly rated filter    

on your heating and cooling equipment to guard against finer dust and particulates
❑ Installing carbon monoxide alarms in every sleeping zone



Indoor airPLUS™ Program

Indoor airPLUS continues to update many of its program documents based on 
stakeholder feedback, revised industry standards, and evolving best practices in 
building science and home performance. Click here to access the latest resources! 

EPA Indoor Air Plus Website

Documents & Resources 

https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-program-documents
https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-program-documents
https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-program-documents
https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-program-documents
https://www.epa.gov/indoorairplus/indoor-airplus-sales-and-marketing-resources


Thank You! 
Rusty Buick, EnergyLogic

Aaron Smith, EEBA

https://www.eeba.org/
https://theenergylogic.com/

